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A Peak Ahead

Much Maligned New Jersey,
Uncovered

T

he next issue of Appalachia will take you to the state that suffers from
possibly the worst image in the United States, that of industrial corridor
vibrating in the exit ramp winds. It’s true that almost 9 million people
live in New Jersey, but those people also live near large tracts of nearly
impenetrable, unbuilt land. In these stories we’ll print next issue, writers
will shake, yet again, the notion that in order to explore the backcountry one
must leave home.
An authority on Thoreau, the writer and professor William Howarth lives
in New Jersey. He edited the books Walking with Thoreau, The John McPhee
Reader, and others. He will write an essay reflecting on his home landscape.
Paul DeCoste and Ronald Dupont, New Jersey hiking experts, will remind
us to wake up to that land's beauty and its government's commitment to preserve it.
	North of the George Washington Bridge, biologist Jeff Fair will try to
explain why, after a rebound in the 1980s and 1990s, the primitively beautiful
common loons again struggle to survive on New England lakes.
George Bellerose’s black and white photos will bring to life some sketches
about the White Mountains of New Hampshire by the late Guy Waterman.
Geoff Wilson will rediscover an old rock climbing route on Mount Willard
in the Whites. Poet Marcyn del Clements will break into prose with haunting
memories of a lost cabin.
Parkman Howe will write of his trek along Hadrian’s Wall in England,
and Ron Dart will tell why Jack Kerouac and the other Beat writers liked
the mountains.
With these will be all of the regular departments put together by the
Appalachia Committee.
Please join us off the turnpike when the next issue comes out in
June 2011.
—Christine Woodside
160 Appalachia

Appalachia_WS2011_FINAL_11.17.indd 160

11/17/10 2:13:19 PM

